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Mass Times   Saturday Vigil  6:00pm 
        Sunday    7:30am, 9:30am and 6:00pm 
      Monday – Friday 7:00am   Friday  12:05pm      
 

      Saturdays & Public  Holidays  9:00am 
 

Confessions   Friday  11:30am -11:55am  
      Saturday 11:00am -12:00pm & 5:30-5:55pm 

Mass Times  Wednesday    10:30am 
     Saturday Vigil     6:00pm Sunday  9:00am 
Confessions  Saturday  5:30-5:55pm or by appointment 

  

     Monday-Saturday 9:30am Sunday   10:00am 
 

  Sunday Mass  Currently Suspended  

 Sunday Mass  8:00am   

 

Administrator  Fr Gerard Totanes VG 
Assistant Priest  Fr Savio Nguyen  
Nagle Chaplain  Fr Joel Nyongesa 

 

Bishop Michael and all  
Geraldton Clergy pray special Easter 
Blessings upon  parishioners and visitors  
as we celebrate the gift of New Life 

given to us in the Risen Christ ! 

ANZAC DAY | Friday, 25th April  

https://geraldtoncathedral.org
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Project Compassion 

 

Easter Message of Bishop Michael -  ‘Hope Does Not Disappoint ’   
 

With jubilation Mary Magdalene exclaimed to 
sceptical Apostles her great news, “I have seen 
the Lord”! John 20:18  
The Apostles were still trying to process and 
understand their earlier experience of the day 
having responded to Mary’s previous declaration 
and rushing out to find only an empty tomb! On 
finding the cloths, ‘..the disciples then went back 
home’ John 20:10. Perhaps they were fearful, 
perhaps devastated, just as Mary was. But they 
didn’t dare hope as Mary did, who stayed, 
determined to find out where they had put him, 
so she could remove him. She wanted to be with 
him.  
Understandably there wasn’t an immediate 
acceptance by the disciples at the words Mary 
was now heralding. Words of great joy and hope 
washed  away  he r  ea r l ie r  exper ience  of 
devastation on discovering the empty tomb and 
assuming the body of her Lord had been taken 
away.  
The Jubilee Year of Hope, proclaimed by Pope 
Francis, is the antidote offered to a world that 
lacks hope with so many conflicts, starvation, 
lack of personal freedom, respect for culture and 
tradition, incessant demands for decisions 
without proper considerations and news feeds 
that can be unsettling for so many people in our 
communities.  

“Hope does not disappoint 
since the love of God has been 
poured into our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit” Romans 5:5. That 
first Easter morn in Jerusalem 
Mary Magdalene did not walk 
away from her unfulfilled hopes 
and des i res  but  remained 
faithful to her desire to be close to the Lord. It 
was the very love of God poured into her heart at 
her first meeting with Jesus that gave her that 
hope.  
Notice in the encounter with Jesus, the risen 
Lord, listens to Mary Magdalene expressing her 
feelings of loss before gently lifting her out of her 
grief by simply calling her by name, “Mary”. At 
that moment Mary’s life is changed forever. The 
darkness of despair was replaced with the light 
of eternal hope and joy. From her encounter with 
Jesus in the garden, Mary becomes for all of us 
the ‘Apostle of Hope’. The love of God poured 
into her heart strengthened her to not be so 
overwhelmed by negativity and darkness and 
give up looking for him, to be close to him.  
During this Jubilee Year, Pope Francis reminds us 
we are Pilgrims of Hope. All of us, including Pope 
Francis, are on a journey of faith, not only for 
ourselves, but in communion with everyone who 
journeys with us. Being Christ to one another, we 
are a people offering God’s love and hope to 

those, either in our faith family or the wider 
community, who are in need of accompaniment 
through the difficulties or sadnesses in their 
lives.  
One of Pope Francis’s famous quotes is the 
“Church is like a field hospital” where people with 
broken hearts and lives can come into our 
communities and be welcomed with mercy and 
compassion. “Even if our history appears 
burdensome, complicated, perhaps even ruined 
to us, we always have the possibili ty of 
consigning it to God and setting out anew on our 
journey.”  Pope Francis.  
May our gratitude for the times we have 
experienced mercy and compassion in our own 
lives, when we’ve experienced the love of God 
poured into our hearts, be made more real 
through our encounters with others, where we 
can share a hope with them that is eternal. This 
is a tangible way of making our immediate 
world around us a place of hope, revealing God’s 
vision for humanity made eternal through the 
Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
May this Easter be a blessed time for you, your 
family, friends and community, full of hope and 
joy where the eternal light of the Risen Lord 
never grows dim.  
 

† The Most Reverend Michael Morrissey 
Bishop of Geraldton 

 

https://www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion


 

 

There was a Russian Cossack, who had two sons 
in the First World War. Their names were Peter 
and Gregory. One day the father received a letter 
from the front. Unable to read he handed 
it to his daughter. 
It was from Gregory's commanding officer 
and it began: “I regret to inform you that 
your son Gregory was killed in action on 
July 10. 
Gregory was an excellent soldier, and you 
have every reason to be proud of him.” 
The effect of this news on the father was 
immediate and alarming. In a matter of 
days he aged, turning grey overnight. His 
memory began to fail and even his mind 
was affected. He began to drink to excess. He 
kept the letter under an icon in the kitchen. Each 
day he would take it down and ask his daughter 
to read it to him once more. 
After the local priest had offered a Requiem Mass 
for his son, the father felt a little better, but only 
a little. Twelve days went on like this. On the 
thirteenth day a second letter arrived from the 
front. It contained an extraordinary piece of 
news. His son was not dead! He had been 
wounded and left for dead on the battlefield. 
Next morning, he had regained consciousness 

and crawled four miles back to his own lines, 
dragging a wounded officer with him. In 
recognition of his bravery, he was to be raised to 

the rank of a corporal and awarded the Cross of 
St George. Right now, he was recovering in 
hospital, and they could expect a visit from him 
in a month's time. 
Once again, the effect on the father was 
immediate, except this time it was for the better. 
He was a sight to see. He was filled with joy. He 
grabbed the letter and went into the village with 
it, telling everyone he met; “My son is alive! 
He's been awarded the St. George Cross for 
bravery!” 

This story should give us some idea of the joy the 
disciples experienced on Easter Sunday morning. 
Just as the Cossack father gave witness to the 

news that his son was alive, so too 
Peter speaks to the household of 
Cornelius, the Roman Centurion. 
Peter summarises for them the essence 
of the story of Jesus who was anointed 
by God, proclaimed the good news of 
the kingdom of God, healed the sick, 
a nd  l i b e ra t e d  t h o s e  who  we re 
p o s s e s s e d .  H o w e v e r ,  h a v i n g 
antagonised the authorities, Jesus was 
crucified. But he was now raised to new 
life. He had appeared to his disciples, 

shared food with them and commissioned them 
to bear witness to all people. 
Hearing this news, the Spirit comes upon Peter’s 
audience, and all are baptised, Jews and 
Gentiles. As we reflect on the resurrection of 
Jesus, we are reminded of this great news and 
renewed in our ability to bear witness to all 
people by our words and deeds. 
 

Michael A Kelly CSsR  
© Majellan Media 2025    
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