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Mass Times   Saturday Vigil  6:00pm 
        Sunday    7:30am, 9:30am and 6:00pm 
      Monday – Friday 7:00am   Friday  12:05pm      
 

      Saturdays & Public  Holidays  9:00am 
 

Confessions   Friday  11:30am -11:55am  
      Saturday 11:00am -12:00pm & 5:30-5:55pm 

Mass Times  Wednesday    10:30am 
     Saturday Vigil     6:00pm Sunday  9:00am 
Confessions  Saturday  5:30-5:55pm or by appointment 

  

     Monday-Saturday 9:30am Sunday   10:00am 
 

  Sunday Mass  Currently Suspended  

 Sunday Mass  8:00am   

 

Administrator  Fr Gerard Totanes VG 
Assistant Priest  Fr Savio Nguyen  
Nagle Chaplain  Fr Joel Nyongesa 
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Advent 
 

 

Advent Wreath Ceremony 

 

https://geraldtoncathedral.org


 

 

Diocesan Office         (Opening Hours: 8:30am - 4pm Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri | 8:30am - 1pm Wed)  

Address  7 Maitland Street, Geraldton, WA 6530         Mail  PO Box 46, Geraldton, WA 6531     Web  www.geraldtondiocese.org.au 

                            Phone 08 9921 3221           Email dioger@geraldtoncatholic.org.au 

 

Christmas Message from Bishop Michael 

 

 



 

 

Feasts of  the Week 

Fresh from her encounter with the angel Gabriel, 
“Mary arose and went with haste into the hill 
country” to visit her cousin Elizabeth who was 
herself pregnant in her old age. This meeting of 
two Spirit-filled pregnant women, seeking to 
understand what God is doing in their 
lives, is remarkable in the way it captures 
their very human interaction and their 
prophetic voices. 
In Scriptural terms, all this occurs with the 
highly unusual absence of male voices in 
the conversation. Although the meeting 
occurs in Zechariah’s house, he had been 
struck dumb. Joseph is presumably back in 
Nazareth. For the most part, we can only 
imagine the conversations between Elizabeth 
and Mary as they share their joy and confusion 
in the unforeseen events. 
Elizabeth no doubt had long resigned herself to 
being childless, but now has to deal with her 
unexpected blessing. Mary has to come to terms 
with a blessing that seems to cause more 
problems than it solves. How will she explain her 
pregnancy to Joseph? 
In Luke’s account, the encounter between 
Elizabeth and Mary is presented in the form of 
two scriptural hymns or songs of blessing. Today 

we hear the first of these, which is Elizabeth’s 
song prophetically proclaiming Mary to be the 
“mother of my Lord”. Even though filled with joy 
in her own blessing of pregnancy, Elizabeth 
exudes humility, compassion and living faith by 

focussing on the blessing that Mary’s presence is 
for her – and that Mary’s child will be for the 
world. 
Mary’s response to Elizabeth is the second song 
– the ‘Magnificat’ – which proclaims God’s 
redeeming  l ove  f o r  t he  opp ressed  and 
downtrodden people of our world. Together then, 
Elizabeth and Mary are presented to us as two 
Spirit-filled, peasant women prophets supporting 
each other in adversity by singing of God’s 
justice and mercy. 

In doing so, they stand in the long Jewish 
tradition of female voices – Miriam with her 
tambourine, Deborah, Hannah and Judith – who 
likewise sing provocative songs of God’s coming 
salvation for the poor and oppressed. 

Although the Visitation has been used to 
depict such lofty themes as the Church’s 
march throughout  hi s tory  c ross ing 
mountains to proclaim Christ to the world 
(St Ambrose 4th century), we also do well 
to recognise how the story highlights the 
role of women throughout Luke’s Gospel. 
They are not only major figures associated 
with Jesus’ birth, but they are clearly 
friends and disciples of Jesus during his 

ministry, are present at the crucifixion, and are 
the first to encounter the risen Lord. 
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, let 
us ask for the gift of being open to the surprise 
of grace in our own lives in the ways of Mary 
and Elizabeth. May we, like them, sing of God’s 
transforming power coming to life in the birth of 
the Messiah. Perhaps too we are invited to 
highlight the importance of women’s ministry in 
‘giving birth’ to a less clerical church!. 
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The Apostles Creed 
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