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When the apostles were trying to reflect on their ministry, Jesus asked them to "come by yourselves to an out-of-the-way 
place." Listening to God in quiet prayer is very important in vocational discernment. Listen to God's voice in an out-of-the-way place. 
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Two common images presented to us in the 
Scriptures are those of shepherds and banquets. 
First and foremost, God shepherds his people 
Israel by caring for them like sheep, keeping 
them from danger, and preparing a banquet for 
them. 
Many key biblical figures were originally 
shepherds such as the prophets Moses and 
Amos, patriarchs Abraham and Jacob, and 
it was the young shepherd, David, whom 
God called to be king of his people Israel. 
Moreover, it was this same King David 
who wrote today’s wonderful psalm 
acclaiming “The Lord is my shepherd”. 
Unfortunately, the rulers of Israel ceased 
to act like shepherds turning to idolatry 
and resulting in all kinds of hostility 
among the different tribes. Eventually, this led to 
the annihilation of Israel by the Assyrians and 
the captivity of the people of Judah by the 
Babylonians. The prophet Micah laments that he 
saw “Israel scattered on the hills like sheep 
without a shepherd” (I Kings 22:17). Today, we 
hear God speaking through the prophet Jeremiah 
pronouncing “doom for the shepherds who allow 
the flock of my pasture to be destroyed and 
scattered” (Jer. 23:1). 

Two further promises are made: God will punish 
the misdeeds of the unfaithful leaders who do 
not act like shepherds; and God will bring back 
the scattered flock under the guidance of new 
shepherds who will feed and care for them (Jer. 
23 :3-4) .  God a lso goes  a  s tep fu r the r 

announc ing He wi l l  shepherd Is rae l  by 
“gathering the lambs in his arms and carrying 
them close to his heart” (Isaiah 40:11). 
It is Jesus who most perfectly enacts this 
prophecy of the shepherd leader through his 
ministry of teaching and healing, his call to 
discipleship and communion, sharing bread with 
the hungry, dining with sinners and being the 
“Good Shepherd (who) lays down his life for his 

sheep” (Jn. 10:11). So, Jesus the Good 
Shepherd is also “the Lamb of God” giving his 
very life that we may live. 
Much of Jesus’ ministry is expressed through 
parables and events that emphasise table-
fellowship: God’s reign is likened to a great 

banquet where all are invited; Jesus feeds 
the five-thousand through the miracle of 
loaves and fish, and the Prodigal Son is 
greeted on his return with a mighty feast. 
We also know that Jesus provides his 
disciples at the Last Supper with a ritual of 
remembrance and thanksgiving that we re-
enact when we celebrate the Eucharist. 
Pope Francis consistently speaks of Christ 
the Good Shepherd as the model of 
Christian service and leadership. In 
particular, he calls on priests and pastors 

to be “shepherds living with the smell of the 
sheep”. We need to heed St Paul who warned 
Christians to overcome division and hostility, 
repent of sinfulness, and receive the Good News 
of grace and peace. 
All Christians are called to be shepherds of God’s 
mercy. 
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Feasts o f the  Week 
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The Apostles Creed 
 


