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Sunday Masses  Saturday Vigil 6pm 

          Sun 7:30am, 9:30am and 6pm 

Weekday Masses Mon-Fri 7am      Fri 12:05pm      

Saturdays & Public  Holidays  9am 

Confessions  Fri  11:30-11:55am  

      Sat 11am-12pm & 5:30-5:55pm 

Mass Times  Wednesday   10:30am 
     Saturday Vigil   6:00pm  Sunday   9:00am 
Confessions  Saturday       5:30-5:55pm or by appointment 
 

     Monday-Saturday 9:30am  Sunday 10:00am 

  Sunday Mass  Currently Suspended  

 Sunday Mass  8:00am   

Administrator  Fr Gerard Totanes VG 

Assistant Priests Fr Savio Nguyen & Fr Joel Nyongesa 

Nagle Chaplain Fr Bernard Balaraj 

Lent 2024 

 

Ash Wednesday - 14th February 

Project Compassion Sunday 

https://geraldtoncathedral.org
https://www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion
https://www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion


Diocesan Office         (Opening Hours: 8:30am - 4pm Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri | 8:30am - 1pm Wed)  

Address  7 Maitland Street, Geraldton, WA 6530         Mail  PO Box 46, Geraldton, WA 6531     Web  www.geraldtondiocese.org.au 

                            Phone 08 9921 3221           Email dioger@geraldtoncatholic.org.au 

http://www.monsignorhawes.com
http://www.monsignorhawes.com/
https://BruceDownes.org/Lent


The Old Testament Law existed to protect God’s 
people from physical and moral hazards that 
could harm the whole community. The Law’s 
emphasis  on spir i tual  and bodi ly puri ty 
established how God’s people could live together 
in a healthy relationship with God and each 
other. 
And a leper was a danger to the whole 
community. While leprosy, more commonly 
known today as Hansen’s disease, is still a 
highly contagious infection, in ancient 
times, it was incurable, and its diagnosis 
was virtually a death sentence. 
The only thing a community could do to 
protect itself was to quarantine those 
infected permanently. As a result, lepers had to 
live outside walled cities, could no longer enter 
God’s presence in the Temple and were forbidden 
to interact with the community. Even a chance 
encounter with a leper could make someone 
unclean. 
To re-enter right relationship with God and the 
community, a leper would need to be healed and 
ceremonially purified. The process required a 
Temple priest to investigate a leper claiming to 
have been healed and then pronouncing them fit 
to re-enter contact with God and with other 

people. The healing of leprosy was so rare that 
many rabbis considered it akin to raising 
someone from the dead and the rare holiness of 
the healer. 
The leper in today’s gospel identifies Jesus as the 

one through whom the power of God is uniquely 
present. Instead of notifying Jesus of his 
condition by shouting “unclean, unclean” and 
avoiding contact with Jesus, as the Law 
demanded, the leper’s plea of “If you wish, you 
can make me clean” shows his utter confidence 
in Jesus’ power. And instead of avoiding the 
leper to preserve his cleanness, Jesus touches 
him. From the perspective of the leper, this may 
have been the first time another human being 
touched him in years. In this moment, Jesus 
restores both human and divine contact to the 

leper who had been cut off from both. 
The response of Jesus to the leper is his response 
to all of us who have been devastated by the 
effects of sin, sickness, and death. Jesus is not 
disturbed, scandalised, or tainted by any human 

impurity. Instead, he restores in us the 
capacity for communion with God and 
others. 
As St Paul reminds us, the true fulfilment 
of the Law, and the primary healing work 
of God, is cleanness from the disease of 
sin, which rots the inside of a person and 
prevents authentic communion. As Jesus 
says elsewhere in the gospels, “First clean 
the inside of the cup, so that the outside 

also may become clean.” 
Jesus’ holiness goes beyond what the Temple 
priests could accomplish and what the Law of 
Moses could presc ribe. Jesus can purge 
uncleanness from everyone who comes to him in 
faith since no defilement can touch him. Jesus 
does not just pronounce us clean, like the 
Temple priests could, but he makes the whole 
person clean, inside and out. 
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Every  Chi ld ,  in  every  communi ty  needs  a  fa i r  go  

Safeguarding Officers of the Catholic Parishes of Geraldton  

Contact Number 0470 207 707 | Email: sgo@westnet.com.au  

Ron Pace Rosemary Taylor Melinda Jupp 
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The Apostles Creed 
 

 

https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/sick.index.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/sick.index.html

