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Sunday Masses  Saturday Vigil 6pm 

          Sun 7:30am, 9:30am and 6pm 

Weekday Masses Mon-Fri 7am      Fri 12:05pm      

Saturdays & Public  Holidays  9am 

Confessions  Fri  11:30-11:55am  

      Sat 11am-12pm & 5:30-5:55pm 

Mass Times  Wednesday   10:30am 
     Saturday Vigil   6:00pm  Sunday   9:00am 
Confessions  Saturday       5:30-5:55pm or by appointment 
 

     Monday-Saturday 9:30am  Sunday 10:00am 

  Sunday Mass  Currently Suspended  

 Sunday Mass  8:00am   

Administrator  Fr Gerard Totanes VG 

Assistant Priests Fr Savio Nguyen & Fr Joel Nyongesa 

Nagle Chaplain Fr Bernard Balaraj 

Project Compassion  

https://geraldtoncathedral.org
https://www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion
https://geraldtoncathedral.org/lent/


Diocesan Office         (Opening Hours: 8:30am - 4pm Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri | 8:30am - 1pm Wed)  

Address  7 Maitland Street, Geraldton, WA 6530         Mail  PO Box 46, Geraldton, WA 6531     Web  www.geraldtondiocese.org.au 

                            Phone 08 9921 3221           Email dioger@geraldtoncatholic.org.au 

Lent and Holy Week Services 

http://www.monsignorhawes.com
http://www.monsignorhawes.com/


Mark wrote his gospel for persecuted Christians 
living in Rome. These early believers lived in fear 
of being thrown to the wild beasts in the public 
square; their cruel and agonising deaths a source 
of grotesque ‘entertainment’ for Rome’s 
citizens! 
Interestingly, today’s gospel situates Jesus 
with wild beasts in the wilderness, where 
Mark says that he was tempted by Satan. 
The word satan in Hebrew means an 
opponent, and in the Old Testament, it 
typically referred to human opponents. In 
t ime ,  t he  wo rd  a l s o  c am e  t o  be 
u nde r s t ood  a s  a  k i n d  o f  ‘ pub l i c 
prosecutor’, someone who accused people 
before God. 
Eventually, it came to mean God’s adversary; a 
demonic spirit opposed to God. So, in the New 
Testament, Satan was seen as the powerful spirit 
of evil, engaged in a great tussle against God. 
By Jesus entering the wilderness, he ‘took on’ 
Satan on his home ground; an encounter which 
Jesus clearly won! 
But when Jesus leaves the wilderness of 
temptation, we know it’s an experience that he 
will encounter again and again at various stages 

throughout his public life and ministry, including 
those last hours in the garden and on the Cross. 
For example, recall when Jesus tells Peter, “Get 
behind me, Satan! Because the way you think is 

not God’s way but man’s.” So, in his preaching, 
Jesus, who is the way to God, urged his followers 
to see that the time had come for them to 
embrace God’s way, to allow God to guide and 
direct their lives and to allow the Good News to 
illuminate their minds, hearts and actions. But 
for that to happen, they need to repent and 
believe. 
For us, too, temptations and evil are part of our 
lives. Selfishness, greed, dishonesty, jealousy, 
revenge, resentment, control  and power 

constantly surround and seduce us. But the true 
value, worth and beauty of life, comes with 
building and fostering a loving and just society, 
founded on Jesus the Way to God, and his Good 

News of truth, integrity, love, compassion, 
freedom and peace. 
That’s why we need this purifying period 
of Lent every year. If, in recent years, we 
let it pass us by largely unnoticed, let this 
year be different. Let it be a time to 
rev iew our l i ves ,  re f lect  upon our 
thought s ,  wo rds  and  deeds ,  and 
concentrate our efforts more fully on the 
things of God, and to repent and believe. 
At the beginning of Lent, the Church 

always takes us into the wilderness with Jesus, 
to confront the powers that are contrary to the 
gospel. The good news is that we face this 
lifelong task under the guidance, strength and 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit and with the 
powerful nourishment of the Eucharist, and 
together with the support and encouragement of 
our fellow pilgrims of faith gathered here with us 
today. 

David J Hore CSsR @ Majellan Media 2023  
#4063 

 

 

 

 

Leonie Golding Amy Zinetti Simon Place 

Every  Chi ld ,  in  every  communi ty  needs  a  fa i r  go  
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The Apostles Creed 
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Lent 2024 

and believe in 
the Good News 
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