
Parish Office & Holy Shop     Opening Hours 9:00am - 1:00pm & 1:30 - 4pm  Monday-Friday                Safeguarding Officers 0470 207 707 

      11 Maitland Street, Geraldton, WA 6530      PO Box 46, Geraldton, WA 6531         sfxcath@westnet.com.au           08 9964 1608 / 08 9964 2716 
 

geraldtoncathedral.org                              If you require a priest in emergency, please phone 9964 1608 (24/7) 

St Peter’s Greenough 

St John’s Rangeway 

Fourth Sunday of Advent                                               24 December 2023 Year B 

CATHOLIC PARISHES OF GERALDTON  
 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Sunday Masses  Saturday Vigil 6pm 

          Sun 7:30am, 9:30am and 6pm 

Weekday Masses Mon-Fri 7am      Fri 12:05pm      

Saturdays & Public  Holidays  9am 

Confessions  Fri  11:30-11:55am  

      Sat 11am-12pm & 5:30-5:55pm 

Mass Times  Wednesday   10:30am 
     Saturday Vigil   6:00pm  Sunday   9:00am 
Confessions  Saturday       5:30-5:55pm or by appointment 
 

     Monday-Saturday 9:30am  Sunday 10:00am 

  Sunday Mass  8:30am   

 Sunday Mass  8:00am   

Administrator  Fr Gerard Totanes VG 

Assistant Priests Fr Savio Nguyen & Fr Joel Nyongesa 

Nagle Chaplain Fr Bernard Balaraj 
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Glory to God in the Highest 

https://geraldtoncathedral.org
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These words we hear from the prophet Isaiah at 
the Christmas Mass are very relevant for our 
times. Many places in our world are currently 
caught up in division, turmoil, conflict and war 
and there is terrible loss of life and homes on 
every side.  
As we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ over 
2000 years ago in Bethlehem, we may find 
ourselves pondering on ‘Where is the light of 
hope and joy for people living in darkness and 
uncertainty?’  
There was a wonderful example from the First 
World War, which was meant to be the war that 
ended all Wars in Europe. On the Western front 
around the time of the first Christmas of World 
War I in 1914, soldiers from both sides of the 
conf l ict  stopped f ight ing and exchanged 
greetings, presents, and even played a soccer 
game for  a  br ie f  t ime.  They d idn’ t  see 

themselves as enemies but 
fellow human beings.  
You can well imagine their 
action, filled with hope and 
peace, was very much frowned 
upon by military leaders. The 
decision to step up out of the 
despair of the trenches was not 
made by political leaders, or those in power, but 

by ordinary folk who primarily just wanted to live 
lives in peace and in honour of the birth of the 
Christ Child who came to bring peace.  
It was the ordinary people who, in that moment 
in time, gave to each other the gift of joy and a 
glimmer of hope in what seemed impossible. For 
us it is a reminder of the very deep desire within 
human beings to want to live in peace.  
That is one the powers of Christmas and why it is 
so special. People of all walks of life and levels 

of faith, recognise the importance of coming 
together as families or as friends, to celebrate 
the gift of life, hope and peace, “..as part of the 
universe, called into being by one Father, all of 
us are linked by unseen bonds and together form 
a kind of universal family, a sublime communion 
which fills us with a sacred, affectionate and 
humble respect” [Laudato Si 89].  
Jesus came into our world encouraging us to 
leave behind those things that divide, diminish 
and hinder, and to choose a life filled with hope 
and joy. No matter how dark things seem, or 
how difficult things are, an ‘ordinary’ person has 
the power to choose a gesture of kindness and 
goodwill over an act of indifference or hostility. 
Choose to bring joy and hope in that moment 
and not despair or anger. Even if it can only be 
for a moment. A simple message of Christmas, 
which will never be suppressed, is that God’s love 
is eternal and present to each one of us in all the 
acts of kindness and the goodwill in our 
communities, families and friends.  
May you have a blessed and happy Christmas as, 
with the angels, praise God singing,  

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,  
and peace, goodwill among people”.  

Christmas Message from Bishop Michael 

 This cross still stands 
in Belgium as a 

constant reminder of 
the WW1 Christmas 
Truce in December 

2014  

 “The people that walked in 
darkness has seen a great light; 
on those who live in the land of 
deep shadow a light has shone .”  
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Every  Chi ld ,  in  every  communi ty  needs  a  fa i r  go  
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EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

In preparation for the birth of Jesus tomorrow, 
today we celebrate the Annunciation, the 
announcement to Mary that she is being invited 
to become the mother of the Saviour. Moreover, 
we hear the story in the Gospel of Luke 
who portrays Mary as a true believer 
and first disciple of Jesus. While Mary is 
not a disciple like the Twelve who 
accompany Jesus in his ministry, she is 
presented as the true disciple who hears 
the Word of God and acts upon it. 
Birth announcements play a significant 
role in the Hebrew Scriptures turning 
supposed barren wombs into surprising 
conceptions: Ishmael is born to Hagar; 
Isaac to Abraham and Sarah; John the 
Baptist to Zechariah and Elizabeth [“She who 
was thought to be barren is now in her sixth 
month!”]. Israel’s God is ever full of surprises! 
The telling of the Annunciation story is also 
significant because it follows the pattern of the 
calling of the Jewish prophets (e.g., Moses and 
Jeremiah): there is a heavenly messenger or 
angel; the ‘prophet’ expresses fear but is told to 
not be afraid; God’s intention is announced; 
objections are given; finally, a sign of divine 
power is presented. 

Mary’s objection to the idea of bearing a son is 
grounded in biological reality: “How can this be, 
since I am a virgin?” The angel’s answer is that 
the Holy Spirit will overshadow her and enable 

this ‘miracle’ to occur in the same manner the 
Spirit hovered over the waters at the origin of 
creation. This same Spirit was again present at 
the baptism and transfiguration of Jesus. 
Mary’s final response – “I am the handmaid of 
the Lord; let what you have said be done to me” 
– is not an expression of passive servitude. 
Mary’s fiat (‘let it be done’) demonstrates a 
conscious and active faith; and it shows an 
almost outrageous authority as she first 
questions the angel before making a decision 

that implies enormous risk and danger. After all, 
if the law of Deuteronomy was applied, as an 
unwed mother Mary could be stoned to death! 
The birth of the Lord in human flesh coming into 

the world to deliver us from power and 
greed relies on this poor, peasant 
Jewish woman saying yes to God’s 
invitation. Certainly, Mary’s call is 
unique insofar as she alone is invited 
to conceive and deliver Jesus. Yet, like 
Mary, we are all called to give Jesus 
Christ in our own lives. 
God’s gracious care and desire to 
repair our lives and planet earth is 
occurring today. Do we have Mary’s 
faith, hope and courage to say “Yes” 

to the divine invitation to be missionary disciples 
of Jesus in the way of Mary. Like Mary, we are 
all called to be prophets, people who denounce 
the world’s injustices, and cry out to God to bring 
peace and reconciliation to all peoples. As we 
prepare to celebrate the coming of Christ may 
we, like Mary, learn to hear the Word of God and 
put it into practice. 
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The Apostles Creed 

Don’t Spend Christmas on Your Own 
 


