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Sunday Masses  Saturday Vigil 6pm 

          Sun 7:30am, 9:30am and 6pm 

Weekday Masses Mon-Fri 7am      Fri 12:05pm      

Saturdays & Public  Holidays  9am 

Confessions  Fri  11:30-11:55am  

      Sat 11am-12pm & 5:30-5:55pm 

Mass Times  Wednesday   10:30am 
     Saturday Vigil   6:00pm  Sunday   9:00am 
Confessions  Saturday       5:30-5:55pm or by appointment 
 

     Monday-Saturday 9:30am  Sunday 10:00am 

  Sunday Mass  8:30am   

 Sunday Mass  8:00am   

Administrator  Fr Gerard Totanes VG 

Assistant Priests Fr Savio Nguyen & Fr Joel Nyongesa 

Nagle Chaplain Fr Bernard Balaraj 
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 Today Sunday  
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Christmas Novena Masses 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
In 2018, people across our vast diocese got 
together and participated in small groups to 
listen, reflect, and share responses to the 
following questions, “What are the signs of hope 
in our local community? In our Parish? In our 
School? In our Diocesan Agencies? Where are we 
called to be “more” in our response to God? How 
could we grow with support  of the wider 
Diocesan Church?” These questions were taken 
up at our Diocesan Conference in the same year 
and set in motion our diocesan journey to the 
Fifth Plenary Council of Australia. This was our 
initial synodal journey as a local Church.   
On this first Sunday of Advent 2023, at the 
beginning of a new liturgical year, I wish to 
formally announce the convocation of the Synod 
of the Geraldton Diocese. A Diocesan Synod is 
“an assembly of selected priests and other 
members of Christ’s faithful of a particular 
Church which, for the good of the whole diocesan 
community, assists the diocesan Bishop.”(Canon 
460) This is a historic first for our diocese since 
its foundation in 1898. It will be held from 
Thursday 22 August to Sunday 25 August 2024. 
In preparation for our Synod, I have selected the 
members of the Organizing Committee who will 
lead the process. Dr Mark Copland, who is the 
Pastoral Projects Director of the Broome Diocese, 
is the lead facilitator and he will work closely 
with Fr Gerard Totañes, VG and with the other 

members of the Organizing Committee. The 
Committee will prepare resources that will foster 
listening and discernment to enable us to engage 
in spiritual conversations next year during Lent, 
with the right spirit and right dispositions.    
We are undertaking this synodal path of listening 
and discernment under the guidance and 
direction of the Holy Spirit. The Church, as a 
whole, is called to walk the synodal way, totally 
reliant on the Holy Spirit and with every baptised 
member contributing their gifts to the entire 
process. In the words of Pope Francis, “The 
journey of synodality is the journey that God 
wants from his Church in the third millennium” 
Since becoming Bishop, I strive to live by my 
motto, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and 
lean not on your own understanding” (Proverbs 
3:5), in all aspects of my life and ministry. 
Therefore, I invite you to walk with me and to 
“Trust in the Lord” as we discern a renewed 
direction, a way forward for our diocese.  
Collectively, as a Catholic community in the 
Midwest Region, we desire to give a strong 
witness to the Gospel and foster a more 
welcoming, compassionate, participatory, 
missionary, and humble Church. We have a 
common goal, i.e., to be a Church that is truly 
alive and brimming with the joy of Jesus Christ 
as we live out our mission and remain in 
communion with God and with one another. We 
seek to “Open the door, and the heart even more 

so” in response to all the diverse and emergent 
pastoral challenges of our time, doing it in a 
responsible and purposeful manner as our 
Trinitarian God would have us do.  
This  is  an opportune 
time, a God-given time, a 
‘kairos’ moment that will 
further our growth as 
Church and strengthen 
our Eucharistic witness to 
God’s love. By being 
faithful and intentional 
disciples of Christ, our 
Lord, we are united in a 
continuing dialogue of 
l ove  in  the  sp i r i t  o f 
Synodality. 
I humbly ask for your prayers and active 
participation through the days ahead and into 
the New Year. 
 

 St Francis Xavier,  
 Patron of the Geraldton Diocese, pray for us. 
 St Mary of the Cross MacKillop,  pray for us. 
 
 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 
 
 
The Most Rev. Michael H. Morrissey 
Bishop of Geraldton 
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I recall a scripture scholar describing John the 
Baptist as an extremely eccentric character with 
an odd wardrobe and an unusual diet. However, 
you imagine him, certainly John must 
have had a captivating personality, 
attracting large followings in less than 
comfortable surroundings, and this 
surely suggests that his message carried 
real conviction. 
Mark and his fellow gospel writers are 
in no doubt that John the Baptist is the 
fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecies about 
the one who would prepare the way for 
the coming of the messiah. Accordingly, 
John takes centre-stage in the liturgies 
of Advent. He invites us to think about 
our lives and to what extent we have 
welcomed the Lord into them, and how 
readily we are responding to his continuing 
invitation to follow him. 
In his second letter Saint Peter is obviously 
concerned that the enthusiasm of some members 
of the early Christian community is beginning to 
wane because the promised Second Coming of 
the Lord has not arrived, and here are we, two 
thousand years  la te r ,  s t i l l  wai t ing and 
wondering. Of course, one of the fascinating 

aspects of Advent is that it expects us not only to 
commemorate the First Coming – the birth of 
the Christ-child in Bethlehem – but also requires 
us to look forward to his Second Coming in 

glory. 
As we mature through life, we may well, like 
those Christians of the first century begin to 
wane in our zeal and commitment. It can prove 
difficult to capture the magic of Christmas as we 
experienced it in our childhood, and the Second 
Coming may seem like a dim and distant 
prospect. However hard we try “to live lives 
without spot or stain”, we may be growing 

weary, wondering how the Lord is going to fulfil 
his promises for us personally and for the whole 
of his creation. 

Perhaps one of the lessons we can learn 
from this Sunday’s liturgy is that we are 
not likely to find the answers in the 
hustle and bustle of everyday life. We do 
need to withdraw into the desert within 
ourselves if we are to hear the voice in 
the wilderness calling us to “make a 
straight highway for our God”. The 
temptation is to allow the cacophony of 
voices to distract us and crowd out the 
one voice that wants to clarify our 
thinking and give us the inner peace that 
will put everything into perspective. 
Entering the mind of God, we will 
discover that a day can mean a thousand 

years, while a thousand years are like a day. 
With that perspective we may be able to 
recapture the joy of our youth and the sense of 
wonder that infused our minds at Christmas in 
those days. Remember: we need the trust of the 
little child to be ready for the Kingdom. A very 
happy Christmas to one and all. 
Timothy J Buckley CSsR @ Majellan Media 2023 
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The Apostles Creed 

Don’t Spend Christmas on Your Own 
 


