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Dear People of the Geraldton Diocese, 
This year, 2023, finds us all affected by a much 
higher cost of living in Australia than experienced 
in recent years, affecting the lives of many 
people and families. We are all seeing more and 
more homeless sitting on pavements or pushing 
trolleys. Families are taking to their cars for 
refuge because they can’t afford a place to call 
home, or if they can afford a place, there simply 
aren't homes available due to an overwhelming 
shortage.  
There are those who ask, “So what is your 
community or parish doing to help?” Yes, it may 
appear as nothing is being offered. If you look at 
the individual financials of these places, you 
would see a reflection of what normal 
households are struggling with, having not much 
left over to offer any help to anyone. Despite this 
- it is not the sum total of our community or 
parishes. It is us, the individuals who make up 
these communities. It is us, who despite 
obstacles of uncertainty and doubt with our 
finances, good is happening in our communities 
in quiet ways and, as individuals, in our simple 
ways we are making a difference to people’s 
lives. Because we know that is what we are 
called to do. 
As Pope Francis also encourages us to do, 
“…..thank the Lord that so many men and 
women are devoted to caring for the poor and 
the excluded; they are persons of every age and 
social status who show understanding and 
readiness to assist the marginalized and those 
who suffer. They are not superheroes but “next 
door neighbours”, ordinary people who quietly 
make themselves poor among the poor. They do 
more than give alms: they listen, they engage, 
they try to understand and deal with difficult 
situations and their causes. They consider not 

only material but also spiritual needs; and they 
work for the integral promotion of individuals”.   
The Communio Christmas Appeal is held 
annually throughout our diocese during the 
season of Advent, commencing in every Diocesan 
Parish on Sunday, 17th November, the last 
Sunday in Ordinary Time before the Feast of 
Christ the King. This Appeal is a means that 
individuals can contribute to, to quietly help offer 
financial assistance and engage with others in 
need of support and encouragement.  
Despite the vastness and remoteness of many 
communities in our diocese, through this Appeal 
we are able to care and support each other and 
the various ministries that assist people’s lives. 
But it is only through your ongoing generosity 
that any assistance can happen in the first place.  
What becomes more apparent with the cost of 
living going up and lack of social housing for 
people who cannot afford their own home, is that 
family relationships become strained and 
children suffer in the fallout of these struggling 
relationships. Individuals feel frustrated, helpless 
and forgotten. These all find assistance from 
Centacare, who rely on Communio funds to be 
able to assist them.   
Our Priests or Pastoral Associates are approached 
more and more for assistance around the 
diocese. These are often supported from 
Communio, as is Nazareth House, who are 
helped to purchase items not funded by the 
Government to help improve the wellbeing of the 
elderly.    
Communio continues to support the ministry of 
Mrs Cathy Jones, Pastoral Leader with the local 
Catholic and Aboriginal Communities in the 
In l and  Pa r i s h  o f  M t  Magne t ,  C ue  and 
Meekatharra. The small  Cathol ic  Inland 
Communities of Leonora, Laverton and Leinster, 

parishes that hold the rich 
Catholic faith tradition begun 
in these areas 122 years ago.  
Your support of Communio 
lets these communities know 
they are not forgotten, and 
we are all connected through 
our generosity and kindness 
towards each other in faith. 
Thank you to all those who generously 
contributed to the 2022 Christmas Appeal 
totaling $20,735.95 and on behalf of all those 
who benefited from those funds, I request your 
prayerful consideration in supporting  this year’s 
Appeal. 
If you have not received my personal letter to 
you last week with payment options, I would be 
grateful if you could kindly get one from the 
Church today. 
Donations of $2 and over are tax-deductible. If 
you require a receipt, please indicate your 
preference as to how you would like to receive it.  
I assure you that your personal details and 
contribution details are kept strictly confidential.  
Every blessing and peace, 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
The Most Rev. Michael H. Morrissey 
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Don’t Spend Christmas on Your Own 
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EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

What sort of king is revealed to us in today’s 
readings? It seems he’s not like other kings. In 
the first reading God is spoken of as ‘a true 
shepherd’, one who doesn’t abandon his flock, 
but cares for them. 
Kings, who had once been thought of as 
shepherds, had long abandoned their 
people. Consequently, the reading focuses 
on the ways of this ‘true shepherd’, this 
true king. In the gospel there is awe and 
majesty and judgement and, if we wonder 
where this king is to be found, we hear 
he’s to be found among the ‘nobodies’ 
and outcasts. 
To which we might say, come again? 
We’re surprised by this, as are the 
righteous and unrighteous in the gospel, 
because it’s not quite what we expected. 
Of course, we might contribute to a couple of 
charities, or volunteer with St Vinnies; we might 
even say hello to the person sitting outside 
Coles, though as for her being Jesus, or bumping 
into Jesus on a visit, that might seem a bit of a 
stretch. 
Still, almost unawares, we may have begun to 
make room in our lives for others, and in doing 
so, at moments, begin to see this king and 

recognise the ways in which he doesn’t seem to 
resemble the popular images of Christ the King. 
He’s more like the well-known sculpture of the 
Homeless Jesus lying on a bench, his body 
covered over, with only his wounded feet 

showing. 
What this image suggests is that his life and 
death have been all about God’s kingdom and 
Jesus is there, waiting for us in the ‘nobodies’ 
and outcasts, and we can enter this kingdom 
whenever we find ourselves able to be with 
them. Then we may realise, ‘there’s no more 
them and us, just us.’ 
It's a kingdom characterised by mercy and 

justice and this king dispenses justice mercifully, 
as he will at the last judgement when we’re all 
to be judged. We shouldn’t worry unnecessarily 
about it, however awesome and decisive it might 
seem, because it will come, and our lives will 

speak for us: they will be the answer we 
give to Christ. This judgment isn’t meant 
to fill us with fear, rather, it’s a cause for 
hope when all will be revealed to us; and 
this future is to be lived now, because his 
judgement is a call to be present to the 
person before me, who is my future. 
Take to heart then what Mother Teresa 
once said about the world’s problems: 
‘We’ve forgotten that we belong to one 
another.’ Belonging to one another is the 
hope Christ offers us, as the second 
reading says, a life he wants to share with 

us all. 
Who doesn’t belong in our local churches and in 
our lives? Where is Jesus to be found? On our 
streets, in prisons, in boarding houses, wherever, 
still waiting to be seen, to be welcomed. 
Whenever this happens, God’s kingdom is made 
real on earth, as in heavenll. 

Damian Coleridge @ Majellan Media 2023 
#4050 
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The Apostles Creed 


